
To All Ag Reporter Email Recipients: 
 
Here is your weekly update for ag information.  Click on the topic and it will take you directly to 
that article.  In order of appearance: 
 

 

Milk Consumption Data 
NRCS Announces EQIP Signup for 2019 Funding, Apply by November 16, 2018  
Why the U.S. cheese industry is concerned about the NAFTA negotiations 
Beware of feeding crops or stored feed that has been flooded 

Wisconsin Crop Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Milk Consumption Data 
 
Interesting milk consumption data for the entire U.S.  Notice the competition to cow’s milk from almond, soy, 
and other sources.  Then also notice the drop in beverage milk consumption per person since 1946. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
Brian W. Gould, Renk Professor of Agribusiness 
Dept. of Agricultural and Applied Economics, University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
 
 
 

NRCS Announces EQIP Signup for 2019 Funding, Apply by November 16, 2018  
Providing Conservation Practices to Protect Natural Resources  
Farmers and forest landowners will want to plan ahead and sign up early for USDA conservation funding. Angela 
Biggs, USDA−Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) State Conservationist in Wisconsin, announced 
farmers and forest landowners interested in the Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) need to apply 
by November 16, 2018, for funding in 2019. Applications are being taken at all USDA Service Centers      in 
Wisconsin. 
EQIP is the primary program available to farmers for farm and woodland conservation work, offering payments 
for over 110 basic conservation practices. Last year, Wisconsin received over $35 million in funds for EQIP 
practices. 
“By getting applications in early, we have time for staff to visit individual farms to help plan all practices needed 
and offer advice,” said Biggs. “It’s easier to do an accurate plan before the snow starts, when you can better see 
the landscape.” 
All eligible applications received by November 16, 2018, will be evaluated, prioritized and ranked for funding in 
2019. Farmers may contact their local USDA Service Center to get started on producer eligibility and planning. 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/wi/programs/financial/eqip/?cid=nrcs142p2_020742
http://www.farmers.gov/


Biggs reminds farmers who are interested in practices that may require permits, such as manure storage or 
streambank restoration, to begin planning and seeking permits as soon as possible. Applicants with shovel-
ready projects (designs completed and permit applications submitted) will receive higher priority. 
 
Sign up by November 16, 2018, for several special initiatives focusing on conservation efforts. 
Special sign-up opportunities are also now open for Farmstead, Local Work Group, On-Farm Energy, Organic, 
Seasonal High Tunnel conservation practices, and Soil Health, as well as a number of landscape-based 
initiatives. All offer technical and financial assistance through EQIP. 
 
Farmstead: NRCS helps livestock producers improve nutrient handling and clean water separation by 
implementing practices supporting manure storage, feedlot and barnyard runoff, and clean water diversion. 
This special opportunity also provides technical and financial assistance for roofs and covers placed over, for 
example, open cattle lots. 
 
On-Farm Energy: NRCS and producers develop Agricultural Energy Management Plans (AgEMP) or farm energy 
audits that assess energy consumption on an operation. Audit data is used to plan, develop, and implement 
energy conservation recommendations. 
 
Organic: NRCS helps certified organic growers and producers, working to achieve organic certification, install 
conservation practices to address resource concerns on organic operations. 
 
Seasonal High Tunnel (Hoop House): NRCS helps producers plan and implement high tunnels - steel-framed, 
polyethylene-covered structures that extend growing seasons in an environmentally safe manner. High tunnel 
benefits include better plant and soil quality, fewer nutrients and pesticides in the environment, and better air 
quality due to fewer vehicles being needed to transport crops. Supporting conservation practices such as 
grassed waterways, and diversions are available to address resource concerns on operations with Seasonal High 
Tunnel structures. 
 
Honey Bee: The upper Midwest is the resting ground for over 65 percent of commercially managed honey bees 
in the country. The NRCS is helping farmers and landowners implement conservation practices that will provide 
safe and diverse food sources for honey bees. Pasture management, wildlife habitat, and appropriate cover 
crops are used as tools to improve the health of our honey bees, which support more than $15 billion worth of 
agricultural production. 
 
Mississippi River Basin Healthy Watershed Initiative:  Through this Initiative, NRCS and its partners will help 
producers in selected watersheds in the Mississippi River Basin voluntarily implement conservation practices 
that avoid, control, and trap nutrient runoff; improve wildlife habitat; and maintain agricultural productivity.  
Designated subwatersheds within the Rush River basin are eligible. 
 
Great Lakes Restoration Initiative:  Through GLRI, NRCS offers financial assistance to agricultural producers for 
implementing practices that improve water quality in selected watersheds.  Eligible watersheds in Wisconsin 
include the Door-Kewaunee Rivers, Lower Fox River, Manitowoc-Sheboygan Milwaukee River, Upper Fox River, 
Wolf River, and Lake Winnebago.  Financial assistance is also available in the entire Lake Superior and Lake 
Michigan basins of Wisconsin to address invasive species. 
 
National Water Quality Initiative: NWQI is designed to help individual agricultural producers take actions to 
reduce the runoff of sediment, nutrients, and pathogens into waterways where water quality is a critical 
concern. The goal is to implement conservation practices in focused watersheds in a concentrated area so that 
agriculture no longer contributes to the impairment of water bodies within these priority watersheds.  Eligible 



watersheds include Bear Lake-Little Wolf River in Waupaca County and North Branch Little River in Oconto 
County. 
 
Regional Conservation Partnership Program:  The Regional Conservation Partnership Program (RCPP) promotes 
coordination between NRCS and its partners to deliver conservation assistance to producers and landowners. 
NRCS provides assistance to producers through partnership agreements and through program contracts or 
easement agreements.  Current active projects for water quality improvement are located within the 
Oconomowoc River watershed, the Baraboo River watershed, the Milwaukee River watershed, Yahara River 
watershed, and portions of the Pecatonica River watershed in Lafayette County.  Projects to improve fish and 
wildlife habitat include monarch habitat statewide, stream and riparian habitat in the Driftless Area, a project to 
improve young forest habitat for Golden-winged warblers in 20 northern Wisconsin counties, and efforts in the 
Little Plover River watershed to conserve water and improve habitat.    
  
Soil Health Initiative: Soil is a living and life giving natural resource. By farming using soil health principles and 
systems that include no-till, cover cropping and diverse rotations, more and more farmers are actually 
increasing their soil’s organic matter and improving microbial activity. 
Landowners interested in applying for EQIP funding should contact their local NRCS office at the USDA Service 
Center      in their county. For more information, visit www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov. 
 
 
 
 

Why the U.S. cheese industry is concerned about the NAFTA negotiations 
 

 

http://www.farmers.gov/
http://www.farmers.gov/
http://www.wi.nrcs.usda.gov/


 
Click here to obtain a video of former U.S. Sec. of Ag and now President/CEO of USDEC, Tom Vilsack’s 
comments on how Mexico and Chinese dairy product tariffs will/will not their efforts to increase dairy exports 
by 5 percentage points. 
 

 

 
_______________ 
Brian W. Gould, Renk Professor of Agribusiness 
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics and University of Wisconsin-Extension 
 
 
 

Beware of feeding crops or stored feed that has been flooded 
 
It can be dangerous to feed crops or stored feed that has come into contact with flood waters.  Standing corn, 
soybeans, hay and other crops that have been under water due to flooding are not saleable because of the high 
risk of exposure to pathogens found in flood waters.  Before you feed any of these items to your livestock, be 
sure to have them tested.  Feeding contaminated feed that makes your animals sick is more costly to you in the 
long run that discarding and destroying the crop or feed. 
 
Here is a list of laboratories that can test your feed to determine if it is safe for livestock consumption. 
 
 

 
 

http://blog.usdec.org/usdairyexporter/us-dairy-doubling-down-on-next-5-percent-goal-0-0?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&utm_content=66213758&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_BNX-TjlfcnOy2mx9KIF1hf9qWnuM_A95HsTvCogkCbhQknkycvb3iK4-iWaDcbDUUa9O4prcnmwCeVWWiHhClIxeNlQ&_hsmi=66213758


Wisconsin Crop Manager 
 
Top 8 Recommendations for Winter Wheat Establishment in 2018 
http://bit.ly/2MK6rbK 
 
Harvest timing of winter wheat to maximize yield and minimize elevator discounts - 2018 
http://bit.ly/2NO3JT1 
 
Intensive Winter Wheat Management - 2018 
http://bit.ly/2QfUgAR 
 
Wisconsin Fruit News – Volume 3, Issue 12 
http://bit.ly/2xPtSWZ 
 
Vegetable Crop Update #24 
http://bit.ly/2MYwnLT 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Emails Online!   
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/ 
 
 
The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-Extension 
Agriculture Agent.  If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related information, please 
contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu. 
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