
4-H Award and Educational Travel Opportunities Application Frequently Asked Questions 

Thank you to all who reviewed the proposed application changes and provided feedback. The 
committee hopes this FAQ document will help clarify why the changes were made, and answer 
questions you may have.  

1. Why is the application changing? 

Many applications for awards, scholarships, and educational opportunities within 4-H (at a state and 
national level), as well as those outside of 4-H, are moving to a cover letter and resume application. By 
adopting a similar process, members will be able to use one document to apply to many opportunities. 
In addition, creating cover letters and resumes is an important skill to acquire during middle and high 
school. 

2. Where do I find out what trips are available and what the requirements are? 

Visit the Columbia County 4-H website, and find the 4-H forms tab. All of the information, including cost, 
will be listed here. 

3. Does the application take place of the interview? 

No. All members applying for an award or educational trip opportunities will be interviewed. Younger 
members may be interviewed together to get experience of how the interviews work. Specific questions 
that members should prepare for are included in the application materials. Many of the questions that 
had been included in the interview questions. 

4. How do I use the 4-H Portfolio? Is it required that I fill it out? Do I complete this instead of a record 
book? 

Use of the 4-H Portfolio is up to each member and club. It is not intended to replace the record books. 
For some clubs, the 4-H Portfolio may take place of the 4-H Activity form found in the record book. 
Some members may choose to keep both the 4-H Activity form and the 4-H Portfolio. For members who 
do not keep record books, the 4-H Portfolio is a useful tool to capture the 4-H activities and leadership 
roles they have been involved in. The tool may also be useful for members when creating their resume. 

5. How are the applications and interviews scored?  

The application and interview can each get a maximum of 100 points. The average of the two scores will 
be used to determine the final score. 

6. I’ve never put together a cover letter or resume. Where can I get help? 

Please feel free to contact the 4-H office, and they can put you in touch with one of the committee 
members. There are also numerous sites online that offer great help. 
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