
To All Ag Reporter Email Recipients: 
 
Here is your weekly update for ag information.  Click on the topic and it will take you directly to 
that article.  In order of appearance: 
 

UW-Extension Office closed Monday in observance of Memorial Day 
Only three days left to sign up for the Dairy Margin Protection Program 
Columbia County Corn Growers Field Meeting – June 6 

May Dairy Outlook Report 
The 2018 A3422 Commercial Vegetable Production in Wisconsin Guide  

Pricing 2018 Standing Alfalfa 
Forage Quality Changes During Spring Growth 
Adjust your seeding rate but not your maturity group for late May planted soybeans 
Wisconsin Pest Bulletin 
 
 
 
UW-Extension Office closed Monday in observance of Memorial Day 
 
Memorial Day is an American holiday, observed on the last Monday of May, honoring the men and women who 
died while serving in the U.S. military. Memorial Day 2018 occurs on Monday, May 28. Originally known as 
Decoration Day, it originated in the years following the Civil War and became an official federal holiday in 1971. 
Many Americans observe Memorial Day by visiting cemeteries or memorials, holding family gatherings and 
participating in parades. Unofficially, it marks the beginning of the summer season. 
 
Our office along with all other County Offices will be closed on Monday, May 28 in observance of Memorial Day.  
We will be open as usual on Tuesday morning at 8:00 am.  All of us at the Columbia County UW-Extension office 
hope that your spring planting is complete and that you may be able to take time to rest, enjoy some quality 
time with family and friends, and remember what Memorial Day is about.  Take time to thank and remember 
our Veterans and their families for the time, service, and sacrifice they have given so that we may enjoy our 
freedoms each and every day.   
 
 

Only three days left to sign up for the Dairy Margin Protection Program 
 
You must be signed up by June 1. Don’t leave money on the table when times are tight in the dairy industry. 
June 1 deadline is getting closer, only three days left to sign up.  We have had lots of calls seeking clarification 
on this important opportunity for local dairy farmers over the past week.  In many cases neighbors have 
encouraged and helped neighbors to learn and make some good decisions here.  Make sure you call Monica at 
the FSA office right away (608-742-5361) to make an appointment to complete the documentation and sign up.  
Contact George at UW-Extension (608-742-9682) if you need help running your farm specific numbers to 
determine your involvement in the MPP program for 2018.  Go to this website   https://dairymarkets.org/  if 
you have enough computer knowledge to run your numbers yourself.  Word has just come out that payments 
will be issued starting June 4.  
 
 

https://dairymarkets.org/


Columbia County Corn Growers Field Meeting – June 6 

 
Join us on June 6th for a morning field session with Dr. Rodrigo Werle, UW-Extension Weed specialist.  We will 
inspect the level of weed control across several corn and soybean field plots at the Arlington Ag Research 
Station.  Meet at the Public Events Building by 9:00 am for coffee, milk, and donuts, then travel to field 
locations for a visual inspection and discussion on Best Weed Management Practices.  
 
Call Jennifer Evans at 608-742-9687 by Monday, June 4th to register.  There is no charge to 
attend this event. 
 
 
 

May Dairy Outlook Report 
 

Prof. Cropp released his May Dairy Outlook Report.  According to his report: 
…..Milk prices will continue to strengthen and possibility topping out in October or November. The degree 
of strength will continue to depend upon the level of milk production and dairy exports. The summer 
weather, quality of forages harvested and the condition of the corn and soybean crop that will impact 
feed costs will have a bearing on milk production this summer, fall and into winter. 
 
USDA’s report for April milk production was positive for milk prices. Compared to April a year ago milk 
production was just 0.6% higher. Milk cow numbers declined slightly, down 2,000 head from March, the 
second consecutive monthly decline. April milk cow numbers were just 8,000 head or 0.1% higher than a 
year ago. The April increase in milk per cow continues to increase much less than the normal trend being 
just 0.5% higher. 
 
…….It now looks like the Class III price could reach near $16 in June and the mid to high $16’s by July and 
for the remainder of the year. The average for the year could end up near $15.60 compared to $16.17 
last year. The Class IV price could be in the low $15’s in June and then in the mid to high $15’s the 
remainder of the year even reaching $16 by October averaging near $14.70 compared to $15.16 last 
year. Dairy margins (returns over feed cost) will improve but the improvement is now being dampen 
some by higher feed prices. 

 
 

 
 

http://future.aae.wisc.edu/outlook/cropp_may_18.pdf


 
 
Brian W. Gould, Renk Professor of Agribusiness 
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics 
University of Wisconsin-Madison 

 
 
 
 
 

The 2018 A3422 Commercial Vegetable Production in Wisconsin Guide  
 

Is now available for 2018.  As in past years, the guide can be downloaded for free (link below) or a hard copy 
can be purchased from UWEX Learning Store for $10. http://learningstore.uwex.edu/assets/pdfs/A3422.PDF 
 
 
 

Pricing 2018 Standing Alfalfa 
One of the challenges when pricing standing hay is the lack of an established market like corn or soybeans. 
Another challenge is multiple cuttings of hay versus a single harvest for a grain crop. No wonder the price for 
standing hay can vary greatly between farms, even between fields. Here’s one approach for pricing standing hay 
in 2018. 
Example: assume four ton dry matter (DM) per acre for the entire year of dairy quality alfalfa hay worth $150 to 
$200 per ton baled ($0.09 to $0.12 per pound DM); half the value is credited to the owner for input costs (land, 
taxes, seed, chemical and fertilizer) and half the value is credited to the buyer for harvesting, field loss, and 
weather risk. To estimate total annual DM yield potential, determine average stems per square foot at several 
locations in the field, the calculate using this formula: 
DM Yield potential = (0.10 x stems per ft2) + 0.38. 



Wait until stems are at least four to six inches and count only stems tall enough to be cut by the mower. Actual 
yield may be lower due environmental conditions and individual harvest / management practices. 
Using yield distribution data based on UW-Extension field research for both three cut (43% / 31% / 26%) or four 
cut (36% / 25% / 21% / 18%) harvest system, the following price range (rounded to the nearest $5) may offer a 
starting point for buyers and sellers to negotiate a sale of good to premium quality standing alfalfa in 2018: 

 

In this example, the sale or purchase value for all cuttings would range from $360 to $475 per acre. That’s why 
the same price is not always the right price for everyone. Ultimately, a fair price is whatever a willing seller and 
an able buyer can agree to. 
Source:  Greg Blonde, UW-Extension Waupaca County  
 
 
 

Forage Quality Changes During Spring Growth 
 
Determining when to cut first-crop alfalfa is often difficult because alfalfa quality, relative to flowering stage, 
varies greatly.  To help with this dilemma, agronomists at the University of Wisconsin – Madison developed the 
Predictive Equations for Alfalfa Quality (PEAQ) method which predicts alfalfa’s Relative Feed Value (RFV) at the 
time of cutting.  The PEAQ Stick Method measures standing alfalfa’s forage quality before it is harvested by 
measuring alfalfa height using a wooden PEAQ measuring stick and an equation to determine alfalfa’s RFV. The 
RFV values are calculated based on the alfalfa plant’s maturity stage.  Another method to determine the 
optimal time to harvest is using the Scissors Cut method, which uses lab analysis of actual alfalfa plants 
representing the field to be harvested. 
To help farmers to determine the optimal time to cut first-crop alfalfa haylage, UW-Extension Team Forage has 
provided Forage Quality Changes During Spring Growth.  This site provides up-to-date data from across the state 
regarding PEAQ and Scissor Cut data to help individual gauge the optimal time to harvest.  The site is meant to 
provide guidance as the alfalfa plant matures.  Visit the site often to gauge how fast or slow the alfalfa plant is 
maturing as we reach optimal time to harvest. 
For more information regarding alfalfa quality, please visit UW-Extension Team Forage. 

https://fyi.uwex.edu/dairy/files/2018/05/2018-Chart-for-Standing-Alfalfa-Premiums.jpg
http://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/files/2014/01/PEAQTable.pdf
https://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/files/2014/01/alfqualest.pdf
https://fyi.uwex.edu/scissorsclip/
https://fyi.uwex.edu/forage/


Adjust your seeding rate but not your maturity group for late May planted soybeans 

Authors: S.P.Conley, J.M Gaska, S. Mourtiznis, D. Mueller, A. Varenhorst 

With only 10 days left in May and roughly 50% of the Midwestern soybean crop planted (WI:33%, IA:58%, 
SD:24%) what if any production changes should growers consider modifying? 

1. Do Not Switch Your Maturity Group….Yet: Do not consider switching to an earlier soybean maturity 
group until ~June 1. After June 1 do not go any earlier than a 0.5 MG earlier variety. For more information 
please see:  Soybean Planting Date and Maturity Group Considerations Moving into 2018 

2. Increase your seeding rate to roughly 154,000 seeds per acre. Efficacy of soybean seed-applied fungicide 
and insecticide at early and late planting dates and a range of seeding rates were tested in multiple states 
during the 2016 and 2017 growing seasons. Researchers in Iowa, South Dakota, and Wisconsin participated 
with 4 locations each year for a total of 24 location/years.  Seed treatments included a) UTC, b) fungicide 
(prothioconazole, penflufen, and metalaxyl), and c) fungicide+insecticide (clothianidin). Only late planting 
dates were used in this below analysis. The average of the late planting dates for each state over the two 
years were: IA: May 24,  SD: June 21, and WI: May 31.  Seeding rates were in increments of 20,000 from 
60,000 to 160,000 seeds/acre. There was a quadratic yield response to seeding rate that was significant 
(Figure 1). Maximum yield was observed at 154,000 seeds/acre. The curve is not very steep which shows that 
practical yield differences between seeding rates were not large. So, the curve does not tell the whole story. 
We re-ran the model with seeding rate as a categorical variable. The results suggest that yields for 140 and 
160K were not different and 100-140K were not different either (Table 1). It may be argued that our seeding 
rate was not extended high enough…I assume my Twitter “friends” will come back and say “hey bean boy 
why didn’t you go to 180 or 220,000 seeds per acre”. That is a valid critique however given the flat response 
curve we find it difficult to believe we would have seen a significant yield response above where we are. As a 
reminder our recommended seeding rate for early planted soybean can be found here: The Soybean Seeding 
Rate Conundrum.Figure 1. Soybean seed yield response to seeding rate for soybean planted in Late May and 

June in IA, WI, 
and SD.Table 1. 
Mean soybean 
seed yield 
response to 
seeding rate for 
soybean planted 
in Late May and 
June in IA, WI, 
and SD. 

http://coolbean.info/2018/04/09/planting-date-and-maturity-group-considerations-moving-into-a-potentially-early-spring-2018/
http://coolbean.info/2018/04/18/the-soybean-seeding-rate-conundrum/
http://coolbean.info/2018/04/18/the-soybean-seeding-rate-conundrum/


Soybean seeding rate 

(1000 seeds per acre) 

Soybean Seed Yield 

(bu per acre)  

160 67.3 A 

140 66.6 AB 

120 66.0 B 

100 65.8 B 

80 63.8 C 

60 61.6 D 

Tukey-Kramer Least Squares Means (Alpha=0.05); LS-means with the same letter are not significantly 
different. 

 
 
 

Wisconsin Pest Bulletin 
 
Pest notes for Forages, Corn, Soybeans, Fruits, and Vegetables.  Follow this link: 
 
https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=32&articleid=2938&issueid=297 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Emails Online!   
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/ 
 
 
The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-Extension 
Agriculture Agent.  If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related information, please 
contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu. 
 
 

https://datcpservices.wisconsin.gov/pb/pests.jsp?categoryid=32&articleid=2938&issueid=297
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/
mailto:george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu

