
 
 
To All Ag Reporter Email Recipients: 
 
Here is your weekly update for ag information.  Click on the topic and it will take you directly to 
that article.  In order of appearance: 
 

National Farm Safety and Health Week  -  September 17– 23, 2017  
Wisconsin tractor rollbar rebates available for 2017-18 
Extension Mobile App for Pricing Standing Corn Silage 

Seasonal Road Weight Limits for Commercial Motor Vehicles 
Putting Farm Safety into Practice! 
Confined Space 
Silage Season Safety - Pre-Season Preparation  

Silage Season Safety - Processing & Packing  
West Nile Virus 
Wisconsin Crop Manager 
 
 
 

 
 

National Farm Safety and Health Week  -  September 17– 23, 2017  
 

Focus on “Putting Farm Safety into Practice.” Please be safe in all agriculture occupations!  Notice several Ag 
Safety topics in this edition of the “Ag Reporter Snapshot.” 
 
 

Wisconsin tractor rollbar rebates available for 2017-18 
 

The Wisconsin Rollover Protective Structure (ROPS) Rebate Program has been funded for a sixth consecutive 
year, enabling Wisconsin farmers to retrofit rollbars onto their tractors at a reduced cost. The program is run 
by the National Farm Medicine Center at Marshfield Clinic Research Institute, with philanthropic support 
from the Auction of Champions. 
 
Need a tractor rollbar? September 17-23 is National Farm Safety and Health Week. Celebrate by contacting the 
ROPS hotline, 1-877-ROPSR4U (1-877-767-7748), or go to www.ropsr4u.com and click on Wisconsin. The 
program reimburses up to 70 percent (maximum of $865) toward the total cost of purchasing, shipping and 
installing individual ROPS.  
 
A ROPS is an operator compartment structure (usually cab or rollbar) intended to protect farmers from 
injuries caused by overturns or rollovers. More than half the tractors in Wisconsin do not have this protection. 
ROPS did not become standard on U.S.-manufactured tractors until 1985. A ROPS, when used with a seatbelt, 
is 99 percent effective in preventing injury or death in the event of an overturn. 
 
Read the full release. 

 
  
 

https://www.marshfieldclinic.org/giving/special-events/special-events-auction-of-champions
http://www.ropsr4u.com/
http://www.marshfieldresearch.org/nfmc-news/tractor-rollbar-rebates-available-for-2017-18


Extension Mobile App for Pricing Standing Corn Silage 

The start of corn silage harvest for 2017 is here. Most corn silage is harvested from late August through early 
November, when energy, fiber and moisture are at their best, depending on planting date, hybrid variety and 
growing conditions.   A third to three-quarters of the feed consumed by more than 1.2 million dairy cows in WI 
comes from corn silage, and it’s not unusual to find corn silage as the only source of feed for many WI beef cattle.   
It’s a unique and important feed providing a significant source of energy and fiber for dairy and beef cattle across the 
state and nation. 

In 2015, nearly a quarter of all four million acres of corn planted in WI were harvested as silage with an estimated 
market value between a quarter and a half billion dollars.  However, like hay, there’s no established commodity 
market for corn silage like there is for corn or soybeans.  Pricing standing corn silage is even more difficult than 
pricing standing hay, because the seller often has the option of letting the corn crop mature and marketing it for 
grain, but additional costs must be considered as well. 

To help determine a fair price when buying or selling corn silage, UW-Extension agriculture agents Greg Blonde 
and Ryan Sterry teamed up with Smart mAPPS Consulting to develop a new free Android app that can quickly 
estimate the value of standing corn silage.  It’s based off a detailed spreadsheet Sterry developed with input from 
several state Extension specialists (Shaver, Lauer, Linn).  The app includes links to current corn and hay market 
prices and allows buyers and sellers to enter their own yield estimates and harvest costs.  The difference in value of 
soil nutrients removed when harvesting silage versus corn for grain is also calculated helping sellers fine tune their 
standing value per acre.  The app is free and available for Android smart phones and tablets at: 
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.smartmappsconsulting.cornsilagepricing&hl=en or just 
search the Google Play Store for “Corn Silage Pricing”. 

According to Blonde and Sterry, “The Corn Silage Pricing mobile app not only allows farmers, Extension Educators 
and other Ag professionals to access current market information for both grain and hay at the same time, it’s  a 
convenient tool to determine the value of standing silage for buyers and sellers alike.”  The app features separate 
tabs for buyer and seller calculations.  Using both tabs will show the range in silage value, with the Seller tab being 
a price ‘floor” and the Buyer tab a price “ceiling”. 

 

Seasonal Road Weight Limits for Commercial Motor Vehicles 
 

Seasonal Road Weight Limits for Commercial 
Motor Vehicles  
Wisconsin crops need to be harvested and transported from field to 
farm or field to market. Wisconsin law allows for commercial motor 
vehicles (CMVs), registered at a gross weight of 50,000 pounds or 
more, to operate by not more than 15 percent over weight limit based 
on the 348.15(3)(c) weight table.   Effective March 3, 2016, the start 
date for seasonal weight limit is August 1 of that year.  This weight 
increase can not be combined with weight limits for IoH or Ag CMVs. 
To learn more about the Seasonal Road Weight limits for a smooth 
harvest season, visit UW Center for Agricultural Safety & Health. 

 

Photo credit:  Cheryl Skjolaas, UW Cetner for Agricultural Safety & Health  
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.smartmappsconsulting.cornsilagepricing&hl=en
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7miwp/vdbfco/zc1xse
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7miwp/vdbfco/jk0xse


 

Putting Farm Safety into Practice! 
A safe and healthy harvest is a happy harvest!  Each September, as we kick off 
harvest season, we are reminded by the Progressive Agriculture Foundation of the 
importance of keeping safety in mind all the time to maintain productivity and 
avoid injuries and illness. During National Farm Safety and Health Week, taking 
place September 17– 23, 2017, focus on “Putting Farm Safety into Practice.” 
 

 
 
 

 

Confined Space 
 

They Said it... 
"If it's hard to get into, it will be hard to get out of."  
Cheryl Skjolaas, UW-Extension Center for Agricultural Safety & Health Agricultural Safety and Health Specialist 
shares "if it is hard to get into, it will be hard to get out of" as a rule of thumb to determine if a space is a 
confined space.  Confined space is defined as: 1.) large enough and so configured that an employee can bodily enter 
and perform assigned work; and 2.) has limited or restricted means for entry or exit; and 3.) is not designed for 
continuous employee occupancy.    
When you enter confined spaces to operate the system; to move manure, grain or other products; or to conduct a 
repair safety practices should be should be implemented. Develop a written plan or SOP and then practice it. This 
way when work needs to be done or something goes wrong, precautions can be taken to prevent a disaster.  Here is 
a list of items to consider: 

1. Always work in pairs. One person can enter once you establish safe air and other parameters. Have a phone 
on the person staying out of the confined space. 

2. For grain bins, silos, feed bins, lock out motors, wear harnesses, and have person tethered.  Also be aware 
that grain can crust and then break through covering the farmer. 

3. Manure reception pits and under the barn pits release gases which may be trapped in the area or create 
pockets of gas that can kill as well. In working with a farmer it was determined a four gas meter was 
needed to determine safe air quality before entry. Ventilation will help but some gases are heavier than air 
and can form pockets of deadly gas. A four gas meter will read oxygen level, flammable gas such as methane, 
carbon monoxide, and hydrogen sulfide levels. You can get one that clips onto your clothes, or one with a 
probe to read 3-5 feet in front of you. Better to know the area has bad air and not enter than to enter and not 
be able to retreat to safety because that one breath of toxic or oxygen deficient air got you. 

Once you decide what tools you need to be safe you may need to find the equipment necessary. In looking for a four 
gas meter, shop around. They can explain how a gas meter works, when to bump test, calibrate, and other operation 
considerations. We need to be safe in working around products and commodities we have become accustom to, 
but have considerable risk to our life and health.  Visit Manure Gas Safety for additional resources when working in 
confined spaces. Article Source:  UW-Extension Outagamie Dairy & Livestock Agent Zen Miller 
 
 

 

Silage Season Safety - Pre-Season Preparation  
 By John Shutske, UW-Extension Specialist, Department of Biological System Engineering 

 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/7miwp/vdbfco/vtvxse
mailto:skjolaas@wisc.edu?subject=
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7miwp/vdbfco/7a5xse
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7miwp/vdbfco/n35xse
mailto:zen.miller@ces.uwex.edu?subject=
https://t.e2ma.net/click/7miwp/vdbfco/f1uxse


 

Photo from Flickr - credits below 

It's impossible to thoroughly cover all critical safety information in a short period of time.  Be sure to always seek 
out OTHER critical information and resources on harvest season and silage/silo related safety. 
 
Pre-Season Prep 

 Farms can be dangerous and unforgiving places. Late summer and fall are high-risk times. 
 In Wisconsin, we often have very tight time windows to get things harvested and put into storage to make it 

through the year. It’s that urgency and time pressure that can contribute to distraction and mistakes that lead 
to injuries or even death. 

 Machinery often plays a major role in serious farm injuries. 
 Shortcuts and mistakes can be deadly – PTO or other power unit entanglements; getting wrapped up in a 

self-unloading forage wagon; or, rolling a tractor on a bunker or pile often happen.  

Think Like a Pilot - Or, a NASCAR Driver 

 The best way to prevent tragedies is to invest prep time to get equipment ready for the coming season. 
Adjustments required improve safety often also help maximize the quality and value of your crop. 

 Think of your role in the same way an airplane pilot or race car driver would.  That means you need to 
establish a comparable pre-flight or NASCAR-style pre-race checklist -- a run-through and shakedown to make 
sure all systems are "go.” Consult your operators' manuals. 

 Are shields in place – on tractors, choppers, blowers, wagons, augers, your combine, etc? 
 Replace questionable hydraulic hoses. Also carefully check bearings and belts and plan for replacements 

ahead of time rather than waiting for something to break or "go out" at an inopportune time.  Many  terrible 
farm injuries happen when a breakdown happens. People get super-stressed and frustrated and then do 
something they know they should not do... 

 If you’re spending time on the road with farm equipment, SMV emblems, flashers, lighting and reflectors 
must be fully operational, clearly visible, and compliant with all state and local laws.  Be aware of and comply 
with various weight, width and other roadway restrictions and laws. 

Train, Coach, & Create Expectations with Your Employees 

 Many of our farms have hired workers who help during harvest – As an employer, spend time with workers 
even if they are family members, temporary, or part-time. Talk about your safety expectations. Operators’ 
manuals are a great source of information. The same is true if you’re hiring custom harvest work.  You need to 
create and expect a culture of safety.  ALSO -- Create an expectation that you will be open to listening and 
solving problems if a worker discovers something unsafe while they are working. 

 With everybody involved in the operation, demonstrate and walk through safety procedures and show 
people exactly what to do if something unexpected happens.   

 Make sure everyone involved in the operation has a way to communicate at all times. But realize that if it's a 
smartphone, steps need to be taken to make sure people are not texting or talking while driving/operating. 

https://3.bp.blogspot.com/-tQmdVwKObgA/V7M1ouSfHLI/AAAAAAABUUM/JVFKbTuIiCUkBjcW8efzQUNr18d3YLgAACLcB/s1600/thejesse+silage9.jpg
http://nasdonline.org/1727/d001716/preventing-machine-hazards.html


 It’s impossible to cover everything, so it’s critical to learn as much about safety as possible and adapt these 
and other recommendations to fit YOUR operation.   

 
 
 

Silage Season Safety - Processing & Packing  
 By John Shutske, UW-Extension Specialist, Department of Biological System Engineering 
 

 

Photo from Flickr - See credits below 

It's impossible to thoroughly cover all critical safety information in a short period of time.  Be sure to always seek 
out OTHER critical information and resources on harvest season and silage/silo related safety  
 
When you’re processing and putting up silage in any type of structure, it’s a complicated job, and potentially 
dangerous.   
 
Silo Gas 

 Let’s talk silo gas for a minute – also known as nitrogen dioxide.  It’s a normal part of the silage making 
process.  We start to see this gas a few hours to a day or so after a silo is filled – And then it’s produced for 
about 2-2.5 weeks  

 

Silo gas is created in ANY type of silage storage  
system, but is a particular problem in tower silos. 

 depending on conditions – Silo gas is produced  
in ALL kinds of silos – tower silos, bunkers, piles, bags – the biggest issue however, is when it’s a confined 
space.  This could be in a tower silo, an adjoining room, the chute or in the space between silo bags. 

 In the air, nitrogen dioxide has a faint yellowish color though in low light conditions, you probably won’t 
see it…It smells a bit like bleach.  It is very irritating -- even a few breaths can cause serious health problems. 

http://nasdonline.org/
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-9LOnGwZBGPA/V7M5OphPYbI/AAAAAAABUUY/bnJYmhnLfigkBi7sfDQPNZGP-YYNwop3QCLcB/s1600/thejesse+silage+7.jpg
http://articles.extension.org/pages/64390/dangers-of-silo-gases
https://1.bp.blogspot.com/-c1dmZYeygY0/V7M7AkFEbUI/AAAAAAABUUg/8AcKxL76MFAfpl73YWfxZ5Q5-jrrfugUgCLcB/s1600/SiloGas.jpg
http://extension.psu.edu/business/ag-safety/confined-spaces/silo-safety/e16


 Avoid silo gas, especially during that initial three-week post-harvest window. Treat a tower silo and areas 
surrounding stored silage as a confined space.  Ventilate thoroughly – generally with the blower.  Get more 
information – entering any confined space incorrectly has deadly consequences. 

Bunker Silo Rollovers & Other Issues 

 There are special hazards with packing a bunker silo.  Some great detailed information can be found in this 
piece from Penn State on horizontal silo safety. 

 Tractor rollovers occur every season while people are packing bunkers and piles – It’s critical that you select 
the right tractor – it MUST have a ROPS (rollover protective structure) and a seatbelt. 

 A wide front-end is also an absolute must. Front-wheel and front wheel-assist tractors provide extra 
traction and stability for packing. Duals usually increase stability as well as appropriately-placed weights. 

 Backing a tractor up ANY slope is preferred – you achieve better stability AND CONTROL.   
 On a slope – as you fill a bunker, make sure your packed, wedge-shaped surfaces are not too steep – We 

generally talk about a safe slope being 3 to 1 or something even less steep. On a pile or bunker that’s 20 feet high, 
you need a wedged surface do drive up that’s at least 60 feet long in the horizontal direction.  Anything less, and 
you run a great chance of rolling a tractor. 

 There are many other precautions to take with your employees and family members who are working at this 
time…Like these: 

o Only experienced people should be permitted to operate equipment. 
o Require all equipment operators to remain in their vehicles to avoid being run over. 
o Keep visitors and children out of ANY farm work zone.  A packing operation seems cool and fun to 

watch - but operators have a lot to pay attention to, and the chaos associated with visitors and 
bystanders can be very distracting. 

o Have workers wear brightly colored safety vests or t-shirts to increase visibility. 

This post was originally developed to support a series of silage harvest-related podcasts posted by colleague Liz 
Binversie of Brown County, UW-Extension.  This one is written to connect to the podcast covering processing and 
packing. 
 
 
 

West Nile Virus 
 
On September 13th, Columbia County Health and Human Services reported that a dead crow found in 
Columbia County found on September 2nd has tested positive for West Nile virus.  This is the first bird that 
tested positive for West Nile virus in Columbia County since surveillance for the mosquito-transmitted virus 
began May 1. 

 
“The positive bird means that residents of Columbia County need to be more vigilant in their personal 
protective measures to prevent mosquito bites,” Susan Lorenz, Health Officer said. 

 
West Nile virus is spread to humans through the bite of an infected mosquito. Mosquitoes acquire the virus by 
feeding on infected birds. 
 
Information from the Wisconsin Department of Health Services states:  
West Nile virus (WNV) is an arbovirus that is transmitted by a bite of an infected mosquito. West Nile virus 
(WNV), which has been widespread in Africa, southern Europe, the Middle East and western Asia, first 
appeared in the New York City area of the United States in 1999. The first human cases of WNV in Wisconsin 
appeared in 2002. Few mosquitoes actually carry the virus. 

An estimated 80% of people infected by WNV never experience symptoms. Most of the remaining 20% will 
experience relatively mild illness, with symptoms such as fever, headache, muscle pains, a skin rash, swollen 

http://extension.psu.edu/business/ag-safety/confined-spaces/silo-safety/e49
http://extension.psu.edu/business/ag-safety/confined-spaces/silo-safety/e49
http://www.co.brown.wi.us/departments/?department=68d3c3d55278&subdepartment=9207c5a3d3d5
http://www.co.brown.wi.us/departments/?department=68d3c3d55278&subdepartment=9207c5a3d3d5


lymph nodes, and photophobia. Less than one percent (approximately one of every 150 people) infected with 
WNV become seriously ill. Severe symptoms include a sudden onset of a high fever, neck stiffness, extreme 
muscle weakness, tremors, convulsions, or disorientation. 

In nature, mosquitoes become infected with WNV by feeding on infected birds and can transmit the virus to 
other animals, birds, and humans. The Wisconsin Division of Public Health monitors dead birds for WNV as 
an early warning system to indicate that the virus may be present in an area. This information is important to 
heighten awareness in the prevention and control of WNV disease. People can report dead birds found near 
their homes to the following hotline: Dead bird reporting hotline 800-433-1610.   

For more details on West Nile Virus follow this link to the WI Department of Health Services: 
https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/arboviral/westnilevirus.htm 

 

Wisconsin Crop Manager 
 
Wisconsin Crop Manager link:  http://ipcm.wisc.edu/wcm 
 
Links to current articles are below:  
 
Start Managing for Fusarium Head Blight Before Planting 2017/18 Winter Wheat 
http://bit.ly/2eZ3H71  
 
Top 8 Recommendations for Winter Wheat Establishment in 2017 
http://bit.ly/2jvew66  
 
Are fall applications of N to winter wheat beneficial? 
http://bit.ly/2x5zKw5  
  
Wisconsin UWEX Vegetable Crop Updates 20,21,22 posted 
http://bit.ly/2wsQNVb  
 
 
 

Weekly Emails Online!    
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/ 
 
 
The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-
Extension Agriculture Agent.  If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related 
information, please contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu. 
 
 

https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/arboviral/westnilevirus.htm
http://ipcm.wisc.edu/wcm
http://bit.ly/2eZ3H71
http://bit.ly/2jvew66
http://bit.ly/2x5zKw5
http://bit.ly/2wsQNVb
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/
mailto:george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu

