
 

To All Ag Reporter Email Recipients: 
 
Here is your weekly update for ag information.  Click on the topic and it will take 
you directly to that article.  In order of appearance: 
 
 

Turn up the heat on crop scouting – Don’t be a slacker here!! 
Predicted Milk Mailbox Prices 
Dairy Goat Pasture Walks Scheduled for Grant and Vernon County  
KERNZA, Cover Crops and Conservation Field Day 
Time to start preparing for white mold management in Soybean 
Wisconsin Winter Wheat Disease Update – 6-30-17 
Video: Modifying a no-till drill for cover crop interseeding 
 
 
 
 

Turn up the heat on crop scouting – Don’t be a slacker here!! 
 
Now is the time of year to increase your crop scouting.  Corn, Soybeans, Winter Wheat, and hayfields all need 
your attention.  It may not be that you do anything about what you find right now, but the information and data 
that you gather may be critical for decisions you make for next year.  The crop scouting information you collect 
now will help you make better decisions on crop rotations, seed selections, pesticide applications, and fertility 
plans to make your operation more efficient and profitable. 
 
Things to watch out for: 
 - Northern Corn Leaf Blight – beginning to see some early lesions.  This corn disease is just getting 
started.  If needed fungicides should be applied from tasseling to silking.  Need to watch out for preharvest 
intervals of the fungicide selected. 
 - Potato Leaf Hoppers – especially in alfalfa fields.  We are getting to treatable populations in some 
areas.  Hot, dry weather may cause these populations to increase rapidly. 
 - Scout closely for Corn Rootworm. 
 - Western Bean Cutworm flight is occurring – be on the lookout. 
 - Watch for Japanese Beetles – they tend to clip silks and reduce pollination of corn.  They do not do 
much leaf feeding. 
 - Overall, insect pressure is beginning earlier this year than in the past. 

 
 
 
 
Predicted Milk Mailbox Prices 
 
The following provides a listing of Tuesday’s Class III and IV futures settlement prices and 
associated predicted average WI mailbox price for the Jul ′17 – Jun ′18 period.  The average 

http://future.aae.wisc.edu/data/futures
http://future.aae.wisc.edu/predicted_mailbox/


over this 12-month period is $18.19/cwt.  For all of 2016, the WI average mailbox price was 
$16.67/cwt 
 

 
Mailbox Price=f(Class III, Class IV, Qrt1, Qrt2, Qrt3) 

 
 
 

 
_______________ 
Brian W. Gould 
Renk Professor of Agribusiness 
Department of Agricultural and Applied Economics 
     and University of Wisconsin-Extension 

http://future.aae.wisc.edu/data/monthly_values/by_area/2057?area=Wisconsin&grid=true&tab=prices


 

Dairy Goat Pasture Walks Scheduled for Grant and Vernon County  
 
“Dairy Goats won’t graze” . . .  There are plenty of naysayers that believe this myth and it’s the end of the discussion.   
These two producers forgot to read that memo and set about learning how dairy goats graze. 
“If our grazing paradigm is the short, overgrazed pastures we most commonly see, this may be a correct statement”, 
states Gene Schriefer, Iowa County Extension Ag Educator.  “To a goat there’s no feed there, but there may be on the 
other side of the fence.  They’ll figure a way out of the fenced area, even a fence that will hold water.  What goat 
producers need to learn is what the goat wants to graze, when and how.  To me this is the interesting part, observing and 
learning what the goats are telling us.   By the time a goat grazes down to 4-5” it’s pretty much convinced there nothing 
good left to graze and will go looking for better feed.  Ironically, a lot of our grazing research data suggests that for many 
of our cool season forages, 4” is excellent residual that will encourage rapid regrowth and high yields of high quality 
forage.”   
Goats are more susceptible to internal parasites than most other grazing species, Schriefer continues, “The infective L3 
larval stage need moisture to survive before being ingested.  The highest concentration of parasitic nematodes exists 
lower in the forage canopy, and the goats graze above this level if we manage to the forage correctly. That’s instinctive for 
goat”.   

On June 27, Aaron & Dana Cooley, 8624 Diamond Grove Rd., Glen Haven, will host a 
pasture walk on their dairy goat farm from 1-3 p.m.  Aaron and Dana started 
milking goats in 2011 in Barneveld.  After relocating to Glen Haven in 2013, they 
currently milk 200 dairy goats.  Feed costs are Aaron's number one expense and 
major concern and rearing his young stock on pasture has dramatically lowered his 
cost of production and saves labor.  He’s achieved this without major fencing costs 
and manages his stock with a single electric wire. They have remodeled a stanchion 
barn as the milking parlor and holding area and in 2016 built a 70'x76' addition to 

an existing loafing shed as their herd has increased in size.   For more information contact gene.schriefer@ces.uwex.edu 
or kory.stalsberg@ces.uwex.edu 
The second dairy goat walk will be September 9 @ 10:30 a.m. on the Ethan and Jade Proksch farm, another couple that 
refuses to accept no on grazing goats.  Proksch’s milk 400 goats and have been steadily improving their 22 acres of 
pasture for the past 6 years. They added a new milking shed and we’ll have a chance to look at the kid barn and dry shed.    
S3830 Newton Rd, In Genoa, WI.   For more information contact vance.haugen@ces.uwex.edu 
 
 

 
 

KERNZA, Cover Crops and Conservation Field Day 
July 19 9:30-12:00  
Lancaster Ag Research Station, 7396 Wisconsin 35 & 81, Lancaster, WI 53813 
 
Imagine a grain crop that did not require planting every year. . .  
What might such a crop save us in labor, fuel and soil 
conservation?  Imagine a grain crop that, after harvest, regrew 
and could be used as livestock forage.  Imagine a crop with a 10 
foot root system. How much sediment and nutrients might it 
remove and protect our waters? 
You may say this is a dream, but plant breeders around the 
world have been chasing this dream for decades.  One effort, 
led by The Land Institute in Kansas, focused upon breeding and 

mailto:gene.schriefer@ces.uwex.edu


selection of intermediate wheatgrass (Thinopyrum intermedium) for seed size and grain yield.  After six 
generations one early result is KERNZA.   
Above ground KERNZA looks a lot like wheat.  Is there a market for KERNZA?  General Mills has indicated 
interest in developing KERNZA based products. It’s been used in pasta, bread and beer by other food 
businesses.  Plovgh, based in Viroqua,  is actively developing more markets for this grain.  
Valentín D. Picasso Risso, Assistant Professor in Forages and Grazing in the Agronomy Department at UW-
Madison has established KERNZA plots at Arlington and Lancaster Ag Research Stations as well as several farms 
across Wisconsin.   A 10-acre field was established at the Lancaster location in the fall 2016 where plots are 
being grazed at different timings to study the impact of the latter on future grain potential.    
Producers can learn more about KERNZA, it’s potential for Wisconsin, and the forage yield and quality data that 
has already been collected this first season, and then head out to the Lancaster plots to see this new crop first 
hand.   
While cover crop adoption is sweeping the Midwest including Wisconsin, the Badger State is a little slower than 
our more southern neighbors.  In Wisconsin, cover crops after wheat and corn silage harvest as rapidly gaining 
adoption.  By the time corn grain and soybeans ripen, we are running out days before winter inevitably sets in.  
To be effective, cover crops need a certain level of growth to realize their significant advantages, without this 
they may establish but not have a net positive value to the farmer.  
What and how can we establish cover crops sooner?  Some cover crop species are more shade tolerant than 
others.  UW has been looking at different species and effectiveness of inter-seeding into standing corn at the V5 
stage.   
Before heading out to see this year’s KERNZA and inter-seeding efforts at Lancaster, Ted Bay, Grant/Lafayette 
Crops Agent will review farmer experience with drills, air seeders and planes and Dan Smith, Southwest 
Regional Specialist with Nutrient and Pest Management Program will explain V5 seeding.    

Rainfall simulator demonstration - “If we can’t see it, it must not exist”.  What we do on 
our land . . . matters.  No one thinks they have soil erosion, yet the evidence is clear 
after each passing storm, soil moves.  The rainfall simulator is an engaging 
demonstration on the impact of different cropping and tillage systems on water 
infiltration rates and runoff.   
 
 
 
Top Photo- 2017 KERNZA plot Lancaster Wisconsin 
2nd photo – small stream in Iowa County after brief thunderstorm.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Time to start preparing for white mold management in Soybean 
 
Damon L. Smith, Extension Field Crops Pathologist, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Jaime Willbur, Graduate Research 
Assistant, University of Wisconsin-Madison Originally posted on 6/30/17 
at http://fyi.uwex.edu/fieldcroppathology/2017/06/30/time-to-start-preparing-for-white-mold-management-in-soybean/ 
While many struggled to plant soybeans due to extremely wet weather this season, many fields we have observed … 
 
http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2017/07/time-to-start-preparing-for-white-mold-management-in-soybean/ 

http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2017/07/time-to-start-preparing-for-white-mold-management-in-soybean/


 

 
Wisconsin Winter Wheat Disease Update – 6-30-17 
 

http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2017/07/wisconsin-winter-wheat-disease-update-6-30-17/ 
 
 
 

Video: Modifying a no-till drill for cover crop interseeding 
 
http://ipcm.wisc.edu/blog/2017/07/video-modifying-a-no-till-drill-for-cover-crop-interseeding/ 
 
 
 
 

Weekly Emails Online!    
http://columbia.uwex.edu/ag-calendar-and-deadlines/ 
 

 
 
The Ag Reporter “Snapshot” is presented to you each week by George Koepp, Columbia County UW-Extension 
Agriculture Agent.  If you have any questions about these articles or need other ag-related information, please 
contact George at 608-742-9682 or by email george.koepp@ces.uwex.edu. 
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